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INTRODUCTION
31
Along the southwestern and southern coasts of Ireland bordering the Celtic Sea, 32 fragmentary raised beach deposits, known as the Courtmacsherry Formation 33 (Wright and Muff 1904; Martin, 1930; Bryant, 1966; Farrington, 1966; Orme, 1966; 34 Synge, 1981) overlie a glacially moulded rock platform at 2 m to 4 m OD (Hull, 
52
The marine platform and raised beach of southern Ireland 53 The CFB underlies a terrestrial sequence reflecting periglacial and direct glacial 
66
The raised beach deposits overlying the rock platform comprise up to 6 m of 67 stacked, horizontal to gently seaward-dipping beds of variably oxidised and 68 variably sorted and textured gravels and sands commonly terminated by a bed of 69 well sorted, sand (Bryant, 1966; Farrington, 1966; Orme, 1966; Devoy, 1983; 70 Gallagher and Thorp, 1997). The latter has been variably interpreted as aeolian or lie between the raised beach and the overlying head (Mitchell, 1970 21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 Ireland unglaciated during the last glaciation. 
STUDY SITE AND METHODS
156
The study area and exposure
157
The Fethard exposure is located on Wood Village beach (NGR S804 063,
158
W6°49'40" N52°12'25"), near Fethard On Sea, County Wexford (Fig. 1) 
Ages
313
The results from the OSL dating at Fethard are presented in Table 1 considerations (e.g. from marine drawdown due to ice streaming) are not 469 considered in these estimates.
471
Conservative conclusions from these estimates of glacio-isostatic adjustment, 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 sea levels at the end of cold stages.
483
Gallagher and Thorp (1997) concluded that both the restricted altitudinal range of 484 the CFB and the coherent sequence of facies overlying it along the south coast of 485 Ireland implied a spatial uniformity of environment that is unlikely to be the product Ireland.
515
• OSL dating of the Fethard raised beach yielded ages from 57 ± 6 ka to 45 ± 
519
• Collectively OSL dates on the CFB along the south coast of Ireland indicate 520 that it formed during a period(s) or high relative sea level during MIS 4-3.
521
The CFB is therefore not an interglacial raised beach as has been 522 previously proposed. This is consistent with the last glaciation of southern 22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 We thank James Scourse, Geoff Duller and anonymous referees for their 537 comments on the paper which led to improvements to the text and interpretations.
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